10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

FILED IN THE
U.S. DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

Jun 12, 2026

SEAN F. MCAVOY, CLERK

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

IN RE: THE COLLECTION OF FEES
PURSUANT TO 28 U.S. CODE § 1914 | GENERAL ORDER NO. 2026-12
AND 28 U.S. CODE § 1915

On June 8, 2026, the Court was made aware of a continuing historical
practice in the Eastern District of Washington that allowed for the entry of an
Order waiving the collection of a filing fee when a prisoner voluntarily dismisses
the lawsuit. Several district courts in the Ninth Circuit have concluded that they
do not have the authority to waive the filing fee in a prisoner action, and the Court
concurs with that conclusion.

THE COURT FINDS that Title 28 U.S.C. § 1915 does not provide any
authority or mechanism for the Court to reduce or waive the payment of Plaintift’s
filing fee, suspend collection of the filing fee, or to reimburse any payments
already made, and as such the historical practice of waiving the collection of a
filing fee when a prisoner voluntarily dismisses the lawsuit is beyond the scope of

the Court’s authority.

GENERAL ORDER No. 2026-12
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that effective immediately the historical
practice in the Eastern District of Washington of waiving the collection of a filing
fee when a prisoner voluntarily dismisses the lawsuit is discontinued.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the District Court Executive shall
comport with the fee collection and in forma pauperis requirements established in
28 U.S. Code § 1914 and 28 U.S. Code § 1915, respectively.

The District Court Executive is directed to enter this Order provide copies to
the United States Attorney’s Office, the Federal Defenders of Eastern Washington
and Idaho, Criminal Justice Act panel attorneys, the Federal Bar Association for
the Eastern District of Washington, any other interested person who requests a
copy, and post this Order on the Court’s public website.

DATED this 12" day of June 2026.

TANLEY A. BASTIAN

Chief United States District Judge

GENERAL ORDER No. 2026-12




